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IN THIS ISSUE 

 Don’t miss September meeting – the Auction! 

 Flowering plants are needed from members for 

CNYOS Orchid Show September 26-27th! 

 

**Note:  we will meet downstairs for the repotting, 

so please use the rear entrance! 

 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter from 

members are welcomed. Contributions must be submitted by the 

5th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 

newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 

southerntierorchidsociety@gmail.com 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

Hello Everyone!  I hope you all had a wonderful summer! It sure flew by so quickly!! It’s hard to believe 

September is here already!!   It was wonderful to see so many of you at our picnic on August 30th!  THANK 

YOU SO MUCH, ANNE and JOHN QUAIN, for your generosity in hosting our Picnic each year!  We all 

had a terrific time!  It was so nice to have an opportunity to visit with each other and get all “caught up”, 

while enjoying a fabulous feast!!  (We even had an added *Bonus*!  A guest appearance from our newest 

member—little Alexandria Mint!!  She made her first appearance at our show in the Mall this Spring, and 

my, how she’s grow! Now 6 months old and cuter by the minute!! Congratulations once again, Jean and Ray!!   

Thanks so much for sharing her with us at the picnic!! She surely brightened the occasion!! 

Well, the first order of business is our September Auction!!   STOS purchases plants from professional 

growers to be auctioned off at our September meeting. This is a wonderful opportunity for members to 

purchase orchids at a reduced price, while at the same time, making money for our club.   We invite you to 

bring any friends or relatives to the auction!  All are welcome to participate, and purchase orchids that 

cannot be obtained locally, and at a great price!!  Our meeting/Auction will be held September 20th 

(downstairs at the church), starting at 1:00.  (Please park in the back of the church).  All members are 

urged to attend and support STOS.  

We are working on speakers for October and November.   A big “Thank you” to Carol Vargason (and Bob 

Howe), for all your hard work and effort to obtain speakers for our monthly meetings!!  In October, we 

will also look to have a nominating committee. Their duty will be to present a slate of 2016 officers and 

Board members to present at the November meeting for December vote. 

On September 26-27th, the Central New York Orchid Society (CNYOS) in Syracuse will have their annual 

show at the Beaver Lake Nature Center in Baldwinsville. They have faithfully supported us with a display 

at our show every year, and we need to reciprocate and support their club, as well.   As such, I am asking 

for a few volunteers to help with the set up (and tear-down) of a display representing STOS.  Set up is 

Friday, September 25th from 1 to 6 pm, and tear-down would be Sunday afternoon, Sept 27th.  *Note:  

this is a week earlier than usual. 

No prior experience is necessary.  We will need a few people to set up on Friday, and also for tear-down 

on Sunday afternoon (4pm).  Please let me know if you could help in any way!  We desperately need your 

help!  Even if you cannot drive yourself, but would be willing to ride along with another member, your help 

would be greatly appreciated.    Feel free to either call me (607-227-1563) or email me, so that we can 

start pulling a team together.  We will discuss this in more detail at our Sept. meeting, but I’d really like 

to start getting things coordinated before then.    Please consider giving a few hours of your time to 

support and give-back to our club!   

 

Also-- All Members! -- Please keep in mind that we will need flowering plants for our display at 

CNYOS!!!    We can discuss the specifics (e.g. a convenient location for people to drop off their plants (or 

arrange for plant pick-up) when we meet in September.   But please keep that in mind over the next few 

weeks!! 

I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday, September 20th for our meeting/Auction!!  Remember to bring 

your family and friends!!  

Respectfully, 

Linda Mandeville,   STOS President 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes for May 17, 2015 

Linda Mandeville, President, called the meeting to order at 2:15 PM. 

 

Linda thanked all the members that helped at the Orchid Show. New members were announced and those 

new members present were introduced. 

 

First order of business was the approval of last months’ minutes, which were approved and seconded by 

the membership. 

 

Jane Trey, Treasure, gave the report of the STOS financial status which is $8,849.00.  She stated we 

gained $861.00 at the spring auction but lost money at the Orchid Show. 

 

Old Business - Reminder that the Syracuse Orchid Club will be having an orchid auction and picnic on June 

7th at Baldwinsville, NY.  All our members are welcome! 

 

New Business - Again this year, Anne Quain will be hosting the summer picnic at her house. It will be the 

last weekend before Labor Day.   There will be no summer meetings during June, July and August. 

September will be the next meeting.  The annual orchid auction will be held then. 

 

Pete O’Connell announced there would not be new plants to pot today but instead he will be dividing orchid 

plants. Each member will get a chance to get one orchid free for helping.  A raffle will be held later. 

 

Show Table - Pete O’Connell, John Zygmunt and Greta DeRocher favored us with their beautiful orchids.   

Pete explained about his orchids and discussed what to use to keep the leaves clean.  Can use diluted 

fresh lemon juice and diluted Epsom salts.  

 

Everyone then enjoyed the refreshments. 

 

Repotting began with Pete separating the roots of many plants and members did the repotting.  We all got 

to get a free orchid and the auction was then held. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol Brunnabend, Secretary 

  

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

Jane Trey, Treasurer, reported that we had a balance of $8,849.00. 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  

Annual STOS Auction 

September is time for STOS’s annual Orchid Auction. This year the date is Sunday, September 20. We 

will start at 1:00 PM, as we need to allow enough time to have a meeting prior to our auction, in which we 

will sell as many plants as possible.  

 

This year’s sources will include a variety of growers.  Of course there may be plants from our own 

members as well, many of which are specimen size. If you wish to have some of your plants in the auction, 

please see the guidelines for this below.  

 

If you have any questions about the auction, please contact Pete O’Connell at 607-423-1202.  

 

Member Plants Auction Policy 

 

STOS members who want to donate or sell orchid plants in the 2015 Auction, Sunday, September 20, are 

invited to do so. All plants must be in good shape and free from pests and diseases. Plants must be 

registered with Pete O’Connell by listing the following information: 

 

Owner Name 

Plant genus and species or given name and clonal name if given 

-example Phal Summer Beach ‘Sandy’ 
Any Awards give the clone such as AM/AOS 

Size of the plant and pot 

Any description of the flower you have 

A suggested starting bid 

 

Send the list of plants to Peter O'Connell (petermoconnell@yahoo.com), or 

SouthernTierOrchidSociety@yahoo.com by September 6 (two weeks before Auction). The list must be 

received by Tuesday, September 8. 

 

The Auction committee will confirm the receipt of your list and reserves the right to limit the quantity. 

 

Reimbursement: the member can ask for reimbursement for up to 50% of the proceeds of the sale of the 

plants, if desired. The first plant listed will not be subject to reimbursement (first plant donated). 

 

The auction committee reserves the right to sell purchased plants first. Any plant that is not sold due to 

time restrictions or no bids must be taken back by the owner or given away as they see fit. No member 

plants will be held over for the next month’s silent auction to sell remaining purchased plants. 

 

 * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
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* ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

CNYOS (Syracuse) Orchid Show 

The Central New York Orchid Society (CNYOS) Orchid show (Syracuse) is scheduled for the last 

weekend in September: Sept 26 and 27th with setup Friday afternoon, Sept. 25th.  We are planning to 

participate in the show by setting up an exhibit to represent our organization.  We will need members to 

begin collecting flowering plants that we can use for our display.  It is important that STOS participates 

in this year’s show; if STOS does not participate, it is likely that the CNYOS club will not participate in 

our 2015 and future shows!   So please keep this in mind, and help by providing flowering plants and 

perhaps offering your time and assistance.  **We will need volunteers to transport plants and set up 

on Friday, set up the display, and also tear down on Sunday.  We will discuss details at our meeting on 

Sunday; please help if you can! 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Monthly Show Table 

Because the auction will fill all of the time at the meeting on Sunday, September 20, we request that you 

wait until the meeting in October to bring along plants in flower for our monthly show table.  During 

meetings in October through May, we’d like to share your pride in those orchids that you have coaxed into 

blooming, as well as any other information you’d like to present and discuss with fellow STOS members. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Heat Stress 
By Susan Jones 

  
Like people, orchids, especially those that prefer cooler, shadier environments, can suffer 

from heat stress during the hot summer months. The midday sun is intense, especially 
during the summer, and the high temperatures that bright sunshine brings can burn 

your orchids quickly, especially the more sensitive types such as phalaenopsis, 
pleurothallids, paphiopedilums and miltonias. 

 
Heat stress is a condition that occurs in orchids and other plants when excessive heat 
causes an imbalance in transpiration, the process by which moisture evaporates from the 

plant's tissues. When that rate of evaporation exceeds the pace at which moisture is 
being replaced through water taken up by the orchid's roots, the plant becomes 

dehydrated - leaves soft and wilted, pseudobulbs wrinkled and ridged. The instinctive 
response in this situation is to overwater the orchid to correct the dehydration. This can 
instead make matters worse by rotting the plant's root system, further hampering its 

ability to take in much-needed hydration. The roots can only absorb so much water at 
one time. In addition to watering, control of heat and humidity play a significant role in 

the prevention and management of heat stress. 
 
Signs of Heat Stress 

These symptoms may appear singly, even in otherwise fairly healthy orchids. When they 
appear in combination, however, it is usually an indication of heat stress or an 

underlying problem (such as root loss) that has lead to heat stress. 

http://www.cnyos.org/
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Yellowing of Plants and Leaves 

Too much light causes a plant's chlorophyll to deteriorate, which can turn your orchid an 
anemic yellow-green, and eventually cause premature loss of leaves. Most healthy 

orchids receiving appropriate light levels will be a robust light green. 
  
Withered Leaves  

The culprit, especially in summer weather, can be overheating. If your plant's leaves feel 
warm to the touch, they could be getting too much light, and need increased air 

circulation and shading, or a move to a more protected area. 
  
Sunburn  

Initial signs of sunburn, as in humans, appear as a reddish-purple tint or freckles on 
leaves and pseudobulbs. In advanced stages, leaf tips and roots may brown, flowers 

drop, buds blast or flower spikes fail altogether. 
  
Shriveled Pseudobulbs  

Your orchid's pseudobulbs serve as its water-storage organs, so shriveled pseudobulbs 
indicate a dehydrated orchid - it is in a stressed state, having used up its moisture 

reserves. 
  

Leathery Leaves  
This goes beyond mere wilting, and occurs in the advanced stages of heat stress, 
indicating severe desiccation and possible damage on the cellular level. Depending on 

how long the condition has persisted, the type of orchid and its overall health aside from 
the leaf damage, it may or may not recover once its leaves are parched. 

  

 
Mounted orchids are particularly sensitive to higher temperatures and require additional water 

and humidity during hot weather. This Cattleya hybrid exhibits the yellowing leaves and wrinkled 

pseudobulbs typical of heat-stressed plants 
 

Prevention 
Your orchids need lots of attention during the summer months, especially on hot days. 
With higher temperatures, orchids require more frequent watering to prevent 

dehydration. High temperatures quickly dry out mounted orchids, those in baskets and 
even potted plants. 

  
Maintaining the balance between keeping orchids sufficiently hydrated and over-watering 
can be a challenge. A simple rule of thumb is that an orchid's need for water increases 

and decreases with the ambient temperature, so water thoroughly and more frequently 



 September 2015 7 

during higher temperatures. Most mounted plants and those in baskets, especially 
vandaceous orchids and other genera grown with little or no media, will benefit from 

daily watering in warmer weather. 
  

In addition, keep humidity high and air movement continuous, as both of these factors 
help plants keep their cool on hot days. Adding a fan to the growing area, or locating 
your orchids where they receive the caress of summer's breezes, as well as spacing your 

plants to allow for sufficient air circulation between orchids, can make a big difference in 
their environment and overall health. This will also help to keep rots from fungi and 

bacteria at bay. 
  
The benefits from misting orchids during hot weather do not have much sustained effect, 

so unless one has a misting system in place to maintain that added humidity throughout 
the day, it is probably not useful to your plants. When watering or misting, always be 

certain that plants have ample time to dry before night falls, so as to discourage 
bacterial and fungal growth. 
 

 When moving orchids outside for the season, start them out in a shaded spot and 
gradually increase their exposure to sunlight to acclimate them to the higher outdoor 

light levels. Make sure to protect them from the strongest sunlight as midday summer 
sun has more intense UV rays that can burn tender plants. Check the amount of 

exposure your plants receive at different times during the day as the sun moves, and 
throughout the year as the earth's orbit around the sun makes its gradual seasonal 
changes, which in turn changes the angle of the exposure your plants receive. 

  
For greenhouse growers, consider using shade cloth for added protection during the 

summer months. Windowsill growers may want to add a sheer curtain during the 
summertime to keep sunlight reflected by the window glass from causing sunburn. 
Finally, always have someone care for your orchids while you are away on summer 

vacation. 
  

Treatment 
Once an orchid has suffered the effects of heat stress, it may take a long time to 
rebound. Apply fertilizers sparingly, using a weak solution, and flush the growing 

medium with clean water between applications of fertilizer, as the salts in fertilizers are 
difficult for dehydrated plants to assimilate, and a regular dose may further burn the 

plant. Be especially alert for pests on distressed orchids - insects and viruses are more 
likely to attack weakened plants. 
 
Reprinted from the JULY 2004 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. Copyright 
American Orchid Society -- www.aos.org 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Upcoming Meetings 

September 20th ~ Annual Auction                              October 18 ~ To be announced 

November 15 ~ To be announced                         December 20 ~ Annual Holiday Party 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

http://www.aos.org/

